SUMMARY OF REVISIONS

COMMISSION FOR ARKANSAS PUBLIC SCHOOL
ACADEMIC FACILITIES AND TRANSPORTATION
RULES GOVERNING BONDED DEBT ASSISTANCE
Amendments to these rules reflect changes made to bonded debt assistance law contained
in Act 931 of 2017. Through bonded debt assistance, the state provides school districts financial
assistance for the purpose of retiring outstanding bonded indebtedness in existence as of January
1,2005. Priorto Act 931, school district expenditure of savings yielded from refunding these
bonds was restricted to support academic facilities. This restriction resulted in inefficiencies and
was time consuming to implement because refunding and restructuring the bonds multiple times
made it difficult to track and accurately restrict and report bond savings, and any benefit derived
from the restriction was minimal. Act 931 ¢liminated the restriction (and thus the inefficiency
and undue expenditure) by ailowing school districts to expend savings realized from the
refunding of these bonds for any legitimate district purpose.
The proposed amendments also remove outdated language and provisions governing

programs that have expired or been repealed, and bring language to reflect the current state of

law.
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ARKANSAS PIVISION-OF COMMISSTION FOR ARKANSAS PUBLIC SCHOOL
ACADEMIC FACILITIES AND TRANSPORTATION RULES
GOVERNING THEREHREMENTAND-FERMINAHON-OF BONDED DEBT
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1.0 AUTHORITY

1.01 The Commission for Arkansas Public School Academic Facilities and
Transportation’s authority for promulgating thisRule these Rules is
pursuant to Ark. Code Ann. §§ 6-20-2501 et seq., ané-25-15-201 ef seq.,
and Act H479-0£2009 931 of 2017.

1.02  FhisRule These Rules shall be known as the AskensasDivision-of
Commission for Arkansas Public School Academic Facilities and
Transportation (Pivision)Rule Rules Governing Bonded Debt Assistance.

2.0 DEFINITIONS

2.01 “Academic facility” means-a-building-orspaee;ineludingrelated-areas

2
shere studentsreceive-instruct
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2.053 “Eligible school district” means aay a school district deemed to have
existing bonded debt as of January 1, 2005, and said debt continues to
exist each fiscal year the district qualifies for bonded debt finaneial

assistance and that applied for bonded debt assistance under Ark. Code
Ann. § 6-20-2503 before Julv 1. 2005.

2.074 “Foundation funding” means an amount of money specified by the
General Assembly for each school year to be expended by school districts
for the provision of an adequate education for each student as that amount
is established in § 6-20-2305.

2.085 “Funding factor” means a funding factor of $18.03 per average daily

membership-determined-by-the-Pivision for each fiscal year pursuant to
Ark. Code Ann. § 6-20-2503 (b)(3)(A)(iii)}(a) and (b).
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student revenue” means the sum of projected revenue from the umform

rate of tax and miscellaneous funds divided by the average daily
membership for the school district for the previous school vear.

24507 “Millage rate” means the millage rate listed in the mest-recent tax
ordinance approved by the county quorum court under the authority of
Ark. Code Ann. § 14-14-904.

21608 “stcellaneous funds” me&ns—these—f&ﬁdﬁ—reeewed—by—a—leeal—sehee%
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ﬂ-Hd—l-BGﬁ-l—P%Vé-Hﬂ%p%P—S%Hd&ﬂt— has the same meaning as in Ark Code
Ann. § 6-20-2503(a)(6).

BONDED DEBT ASSFFAMNGE ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

3.01

3.02

In accordance with the requirements and limitations set forth in this+ule
these Rules, the Division state shall provide eligible school districts with
financial assistance for the purpose of retiring outstanding bonded
indebtedness in existence as of January 1, 2003.

The Commission by way of this+te these Rules directs the Division to
work with the Arkansas Department of Education to determine the amount
of finaneial bonded debt assistance for each eligible school district as set
forth in these Rules.

3.043

The Commission shall determine the amount of state-bonded debt
finaneial assistance for each eligible school district no later than July 15 of
cach year.

3-04.1-3.03.1-State-bonded Bonded debt finaneial assistance shall be
payable to each eligible school district in two (2) equal
installments;

3-0413.03.2 The first yeasly bonded debt financial assistance
installment shall be paid by August 1 of each year; and

3.041 3.03.3 The second yeasky bonded debt finanecial-assistance
installment shall be paid by February 1 of each year.
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For tracking purposes, Eaek cach eligible school district receiving bonded
debt finaneial-assistance shall account for the funds received as restricted
funds and shall account for the funds in accordance with provisions of
law, including without limitation, the Arkansas Educational Financial
Accounting and Reporting Act of 2004, § 6-20-2201 ef seq., and any other
rules established by this Commission,

School districts are not prohibited from refunding bonds that were issued
and outstanding as of January 1, 2005. Provided a school district qualifies
for state bonded debt finanecial assistance, the amount of bonded debt
assistance is shall not be reduced or altered as a result of refunding the
bonds that were issued and outstanding as of January 1, 2005, and the
bonded debt assistance will continue after the refunding based on the
principal and interest payment schedule in effect and on file with the
Department of Education on January 1, 2005.

3.086 Nothing in thisrule these Rules shall be construed to prevent the annual

adjustment of state-finanetal bonded debt assistance in accordance with
annual variations in the state wealth index and the school district’s
principal and interest payment schedule in effect and on file with the
Department of Education on January 1, 2005. The state shall not assume
any debt of a school district or incur any obligation with regard to a school
district’s bonded indebtedness by providing the finaneial bonded debt
assistance described in this+wle these rules. Any school district receiving
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financial bonded debt assistance under this section is and will remain
independently liable for all outstanding indebtedness.

Although-school distriets-are-not-prohibitedfrom With the exception of

refunding bonds erissuingsecond-lienbonds as allowed in §§3-06-and
3-07-of thisrule 3.05 of these Rules, upon the termination of any other

bonded debt for which a school district was receiving bonded debt
finanetal-assistance, said state bonded debt assistance shall likewise
terminate on the termination date of that bonded debt.

4.0  BONDED DEBT ASSISTANCE FUNDING

4,01

4.02

4.03

Each year that finaneial bonded debt assistance is to be provided under
this+ute these $ules to an eligible school district, the Division shall
ascertain the scheduled debt payment on a fiscal year basis from the
principal and interest payment schedule in effect and on file with the

Department of Educa‘uon on January 1, 2005—e*eept—mmé&teﬁeal4&ble

4—91—} The amount of scheduled debt payment ealculated shall be
reduced by ten percent (10%) except as allowed in § 4.02 of thissule these
Rules.

Provided a school district ean-demonstrate-pursuantto-§5-0-of thisrule

and has demonstrated to the satisfaction of the Division, or the

Commission on valid appeal, that all or a portion of the ten percent (10%)
reduction in its scheduled debt payment under § 4.01 of thisrule these
Rules can be attributed to the support of academic facilities, then the
Commission shall reverse all or a portion of the ten percent (10%)
reduction by a percentage proportionate to the amount attributable to
academic facilities.

Each year that bonded debt finaneial assistance is to be provided to
eligible school districts, the Division shall divide the scheduled debt
payment as adjusted under § 4.02 of this+ule these Rules by the total

" assessed valuation of taxable real, personal, and utility property in the

school district as shown by the applicable county assessment for each
relevant school district for the most recent year with the result multiplied
by one thousand (1,000).
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The product of § 4.03 of this-rule these Rules shall then by multiplied by a
funding factor of $18.03 (established as required by law) pet and
multiplied by the prior-year average daily membership of the school
district. The product of this calculation shall then be multiplied by the
state wealth index. and-this shall be-the-net The result is the amount of
bonded debt financial assistance a school district is entitled to per for the

fiscal year absent-any-appeat-under§-5-0-of these-rules.

The get result of the calculations in § 4.04 shall be paid as bonded debt
finaneial-assistance as required in § 3-04-ofthis-rule-3.03 of these Rules.
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SUMMARY OF REVISIONS

COMMISSION FOR ARKANSAS PUBLIC SCHOOL
ACADEMIC FACILITIES AND TRANSPORTATION
RULES GOVERNING SELF-CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS BY
PUBLIC EDUCATION ENTITIES
Amendments to these rules reflect changes made to law concerning public improvement

contracts, commodities purchasing, and subcontractor licensure under Acts 725 and 1124 of
2017 (public improvement contracts and commodities purchasing), as well as under Act 1048 of
2015 (subcontractor licensure). These Acts raised the monetary amounts that triggered bidding

and licensure requirements. Other changes made throughout the rules were stylistic or made for

the purpose of clarification.



